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Live Your Best Life

Exceptional Assisted Living, Close to Home!

e - Taylor House,
& We Offer Residents
B¢ A Graceful Pace
Of Life In A Small
Southern Town,
And The Security
Of Care They
Depend On.

Family Style Living,
All Private Rooms,

Weekly Laundry &
Housekeeping, 3 Nutritious Meals
Served Daily, And Recreational
Activities For All.

Come Join Our Family!

BAPTIST RETIREMENT HOMES

ey QUAlity, Compassionate Care Since 1951

319 Palmer Street, Albemarle, NC
(704) 982-4217 - www.brh.org/taylor-house |2
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SHOP ALL OF OUR BRANDS AT a
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MAZDA FORD CDIJR
6735 E INDEPENDENCE BLVD, 738 NC-24, 200 HIGHWAY 740 BYPASS EAST,
CHARLOTTE, NC 28212 ALBEMARLE, NC 28001 ALBEMARLE, NC 28001
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STANLY the magazine is a product of The Stanly News
& Press, the community newspaper for Stanly County,
North Carolina. Call 704-982-2121 for subscription

information.
GENERAL MANAGER/ ADVERTISING
EDITOR Tom Lowe
B.J. Drye tom.lowe@stanlynewspress.com
bj.drye@stanlynewspress.com Susan Wolf
susan.wolf@stanlynewspress.com
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charles.curcio@stanlynewspress.com Debbie Holt
Chris Miller debbie.holt@stanlynewspress.com

chris.miller@stanlynewspress.com

ON THE WEB: thesnaponline.com

In May 2021, Gene
Starnes of Starnes
Jewelers was fea-
tured on the cover of
Stanly the magazine.
The article reported
on his many years

& in the business and

how it took him all
over the world look-
ing for gems. Citing
health reasons, in
April 2022 Gene
closed the business
for the last time. It
had been in opera-
tion for 124 years.
The Stanly News &
Press wishes Gene
well in his retirement.
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TRY IT. YOU'LL LIKE IT!

COME OUT
& AND THROW AT
FIRST AXE
THROWING VENUE!

BIRTHDAY PARTIES
BACHELOR PARTIES
CORPORATE EVENTS

Want to schedule your special event?
- | Off hours are available- just give us a call! |

Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday- 4pm-10pm
Friday 4pm-11pm
Saturday 11am-11pm
Closed Monday & Tuesday

$25/PERSON

LAST APPOINTMENT IS
ONE HOUR BEFORE CLOSING.

130 South 2™ Street,
Z Albemarle, North Carolina 28001 =
" | Email: garrett.starnes@thetomahawkrange.com A
: Phone: 980-239-7981
' Facebook: @TheTomahawkRange
Instagram: The Tomahawk Range

WWW.THETOMAHAWKRANGE.COM

SOUTHEAST ERS’
T"nEsR?uNION

JUNE 30 - JULY 4, 2022

TICKETS:
ADULTS: $18 * CHILDREN (6 - 12): $6
AGES 5 AND UNDER ARE FREE

K y
| = g .
BINHMAEORTUNERE ' | BRONNIERMCOOWENS
JULY 1 + '8 PM. B CIULYAC3PM. - 8 PME

] 4 g
JOSERHEHABEDANKS
- JULY 3 5 8PM.

TRACTOR PULLS

& OTHER EVENTS
JUNE 30 —~LAWNMOWER PULL * 5P.M. -
JULY 1—HORSE PULL « 5PM. |
JULY 2 & 3—TRACTOR PULLS * 4:45 PM. i
| JULY 4—TRACTOR GAMES' * 5 P.M.
- FIREWORKS=JULY 1+ 9PM. ' =

*Schedule is subject to change without notice ¥

Home of the

The Greatest Steam, Gas, & Antique e Featuring:
Handy Dandy Railroad

Farm Machine Show in the Southeastern U.S. J.I. Case Heritage Foundation

Ride}the)

Railroad

1072 CRANFORD ROAD ° DENTON, NC

WWW.DENTONFARMPARK.COM

f (336) 859-2755



From left; Maggie Young, Sean

Simpson and Lawton'James work

in the greenhouse at Terra Flora.
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I hree young friends follow thewr passion, open small-scale farm i Norwood

BY CHRIS MILLER

hile many farms in Stan-

ly County tend to focus

their efforts on harvesting a

few staple crops, such as cotton, corn,

wheat and strawberries, a new farm in

Norwood is taking a much different ap-
proach.

Maggie Young and her fiancé Sean

Simpson are focused on small-scale

farming, utilizing roughly one acre of
land to grow as many types of crops as
possible.

Since opening Terra Flora in January,
the couple, along with friend Lawton
James, have been busy growing and
harvesting more than 200 types of crops
ranging from peppers, tomatoes, lettuce
and broccoli to carrots, potatoes, kale
and sunflower shoots, just to name a few.

“We just jam pack as many crops as

we can into our beds with a huge variety
strewn about,” Simpson said.

And as soon as a certain crop is ready
to be harvested, the three-person team
works to quickly replace it with some-
thing else.

“It’s just a very quick and heavy ro-
tation,” Young said. “As soon as some-
thing is done in a bed, we are putting
something else in. The space is never
wasted.”




ABOUT THE FARM

Simpson and Young signed
a three-year ground lease with
Nancy and Ron Bryant, who
own the land, which is at 5546
Old Thompson Road. Their
hope is to eventually sign a 99-
year long-term lease, which is
typical for many farmers.

All of the vegetables are
organic, though the farm has
not yet been certified by the
USDA.

“Our farming experience
comes entirely from farms
that successfully implement
organic practices, so we are
committed to meticulously
following organic standards
of growing: no GMOs, no
synthetic pesticides, no harm-
ful fertilizers or sprays,” ac-
cording to its website.

In addition to the diverse
produce, which is the focal
point of the farm, each mem-
ber of the team has separate
passions they are cultivating.

Simpson roasts coffee,
James has been fermenting
kombucha and Young grows
edible flowers and enjoys cre-
ating cocktails to highlight
the seasonal ingredients and
flavors.

While Simpson, Young and
James have been spending al-
most all of their time on the
farm, where they work up to
12 hours a day, they still have
fun. They enjoy cooking and
baking in the small house they
occupy on the property and
make weekend trips to places
like Charlotte and Asheville.

For each of them, the farm
has provided an intimate
space where they can be
themselves and do what they
love the most.

“I’'m of the opinion that
peace is attained out there in
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the field,” James said. “Every-
thing that we do, we do with
intention.”

HOW THEY GOT
TO NORWOOD

While Young, Simpson and
James are not from Stanly
County and had never owned
and operated a farm prior to
a few months ago, their con-
siderable experience in the
agricultural industry helped
prepare them for where they
are now.

A native of Shelby, Simp-
son, 31, has spent much of
the past decade working on
farms across the country. He
first spent time in the research
field with NC State Universi-
ty studying small scale farm-
ing practices in Eastern North
Carolina before accepting an
apprenticeship at Stone Barns
Center for Food and Agricul-
ture in New York and later
working at The Culinary Gar-
dener, a two-acre farm outside
of Asheville.

Once the COVID-19 pan-
demic hit in early 2020, Simp-
son and Young, whom he met
in New Orleans in 2017, took
a chance and moved to Har-
borside, Maine to work at
Four Season Farm under Eliot
Coleman, considered one of
the pioneers of organic farm-
ing.

Simpson eventually was el-
evated to the position of farm
manager while Young, 28, be-
came the assistant farm man-
ager.

“Clara (Coleman’s daughter
and the farm director) wanted
to give us the opportunity to
run the farm and get the expe-
rience of what it would be like
to pretty much do everything,
but with this incredible safety

net of her and Eliot both being
there and us being able to ask
any questions we had,” Young
said.

After more than a year
working at Four Season, both
Young and Simpson wanted to
take the chance and start their
own farm in North Carolina,
which had been their goal for
some time.

Utilizing NC FarmLink, a
program of NC State Exten-
sion that connects farmers,

1t s really incredible
to start feeding people
and starting to hear

feedback
— SEAN SIMPSON

landowners and service pro-
viders across the state, they
discovered the Bryants’ farm,
which was listed on a data-
base of available farmland.
The property was the ideal
location for the young couple
because it already had exist-
ing infrastructure and was
close to where their families
lived.

“Norwood is two hours
from his mom and two hours
from where my family lives
in Raleigh, so it was equidis-
tant, which was really nice,”
Young said.

They arrived Norwood in
October and began setting up
greenhouses and preparing
for the beginning of the spring
season.

Wanting another trusted
confidant by his side, Simp-
son on a whim reached out
to his college friend James,
31, who had been in Southern

Oregon for the past six years
learning all about soil science
and plant health, and invited
him to join them in Norwood.

James quickly jumped at
the opportunity to be reunited
with his good friends.

“I guess the universe kind of
conspired,” James said about
Simpson contacting him. “I
was not in a great situation
and I was like, ‘You know
what, I love these guys and at
this point, there’s nothing else
I’d rather do.””

Even though he didn’t
know if the farm would be-
come viable, James knew at
the very worst, he would get
to have some fun with his
friends. Simpson and Young
were confident they could
open their own farm based on
everything they learned while
up in Maine.

“We learned at the farm in
Maine, it doesn’t really matter
what your experience is, it’s
about your attitude and how
well you work together and
we knew that would be fine,”
Young said.

Forming relationships with
the community To ensure the
team can continue to grow
and provide high-quality pro-
duce for years to come, Terra
Flora utilizes what’s known as
a Community Shared Agricul-
ture model.

Individuals buy shares of
the farm’s produce at the be-
ginning of each season, allow-
ing the farm to cover costs for
things like wages and neces-
sary supplies. The individual
investors then receive a week-
ly box of produce for the du-
ration of the season.

People can pick up the box-
es either at the farm or at the
Matthews Community Farm-



ers Market. The team also plans to have
pick-up locations available in Albemarle.

“It’s great for them because they have
guaranteed vegetables and it’s great for
the farm because it means we have guar-
anteed income, especially the beginning
of the season...when usually our belts are
the tightest,” Simpson said. “It really is
community supported agriculture.”

On the farm’s website, it lists all the
kinds of produce that will be offered
as part of the CSA shares each season.
More than 30 vegetables are included
as part of the spring season including
arugula, snap peas, potatoes, cauli-
flower and several kinds of lettuce and
kale. There are also a few items peo-
ple are likely less familiar with such
as chervil and tatsoi.

“We’re hoping to expose people to
vegetables they’ve never had before,”
Simpson said.

From left, Maggie Young,
Lawton James and Sean
Simpson tend to their crops.

Terra Flora has only five CSA in-
vestors for the spring season, an inten-
tional decision to start low to ensure
enough produce was provided. Even
as the team become more familiar with
the land and how much they can rea-
sonably expect to grow, they are still
aiming to keep membership relatively
exclusive.

“I think we’re always going to keep
it on the lower side just because we’re
hoping to have a very curated box of
the highest quality and make it a limit-
ed thing with specialty items that you
wouldn’t get normally,” Simpson said.

And with produce pickups happening
each week, it allows the farmers to form
more substantive relationships with the

community investors than they other-
wise likely would have.

“I think the idea is for us to get to
know our market, our customers, and
for our customers to get to know us and
what we’re about with the farm,” James
said.

The team has also been having ini-
tial discussions with local chefs about
showcasing their produce in restaurants
around the county.

Though still in the early stages of the
farm, Young, Simpson and James are ex-
cited for people in Stanly County to be
introduced to the many flavors they’ve
been cultivating.

“It’s really incredible to start feeding
people and starting to hear feedback,”
Simpson said. “For most of our stuff,
once somebody tastes it, that’s it. They
come back and they say, ‘That is the best
thing I’ve ever had.”” [S]
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Showroom

condition

Albemarle detailer has pride in taking cars to the ‘next level’

BY CHRIS MILLER

or the past 13 years, Mark Harrison has worked at

Michelin in Norwood, where he’s held several roles.

He built tires the majority of the time, but he recent-

ly switched positions and is a material handler for the retread
warehouse.

He enjoys the work, but tries to save as much energy as

possible. While other people might relax and enjoy their time

off, for Harrison he simply switches gears to focus on his auto

detailing business, Next Level Detailing, which he started last
summer.

Harrison typically works on about five cars a week, usually
on the weekends. He provides services associated with a de-
tailing shop such as wax and wash, ceramic coating and paint
enhancement and correction.

He said many people often mistakenly confuse a basic car
wash with the much more in-depth detailing. While a wash
is a surface clean meant to keep environmental debris from
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harming a car, an auto detailing is a maintenance
service that extends the life of most external and
some internal components of your car.

And it’s that maintenance aspect of “bringing
a car back to life,” which Harrison, 43, enjoys
so much.

“That before and after — that’s what drives
me,” he said. “Because when I get a car and then
when the customer comes back and picks it up
and they're like, ‘Oh, wow, is that my new car?’
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It’s that right there” that keeps Harrison going.

HOW HE GOT STARTED

Harrison, whos originally from Norwood
and graduated from South Stanly High, never
planned to get into the detailing business though
he always had a love for cars.

“Every guy, when you're 16 or 17 years old,
you think youre doing something when you're
out here cleaning your car,” he said.

Call Us for All of Your Heating, Cooling & Electrical Needs!

704-982-4276

1928 US-52, Albemarle, NC 28001

’

Serving Stan[y County & Sﬁﬁouncﬁ'ng Areas Since 1966

}
ELECTRICAL | RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL .

L WINNER o ¢
Thank you
for voting us Best Electrical
Contractor in Stanly County!

% It's Hard To Stop A Trane!® =

But it wasn’t undl last year when his wife
Chandra came home with some scratches on
her black Jeep Compass that he began learning
about detailing.

As someone who enjoys working with his
hands, Harrison wanted to fix his wife’s car him-
self rather than pay somebody else. So he began
teaching himself the same way so many people
do nowadays — he started watching videos on-

line.
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INC.

A.L. LOWDER, INC.

has proudly been serving Stanly and surrounding counties in NC for 50 years.
Our services & products include the following:

® On-Site Metal Recycling Facility * Septic Tank Pumping
e Jetter Truck Services ®* Septic Tank Manufacturing
» Portable Toilet and Trailer Rentals ® Roll-Off Container Services
* Commercial Rental Property

435 Willow Street, Albemarle, NC 28001
www.allowderinc.com

704.982.4456
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“I went to YouTube University like everyone does,” he said.

Using his wife’s car as his first test subject, he successfully polished her
car — and was impressed with his efforts.

“It shined better after I polished it than it did when we first bought it,”
he said.

He posted a picture of his wife’s car on Facebook and many of his friends
were impressed with the results.

Harrison then enrolled in a four-day detailing training course with Ma-
jestic Solutions in Raleigh to receive his certifications.

ABOUT HIS BUSINESS

Once he finished his training, he opened Next Level Detailing, which
has the motto, “Keep it Tight! Keep it Right!” Harrison initially worked on
his neighbors’ cars ,but gradually he became busier as his reputation began
spreading through word-of-mouth. Harrison completes all of his work at
his home in Albemarle.

“I take my time and put all my energy into every customer,” he said.

Harrison offers several pricing plans customers can choose ranging from
basic mini detail ($80) to the in-depth Platinum Package ($350) along
with paint correction ($800) and several add-ons, including carpet sham-
poo, headlight restoration and glass coating,.

The goal of his business is to “restore and protect the longevity of the
vehicle.”

Harrison’s had customers from all across the county, including Sunbelt
Automotive, where he has spent the past few weeks working on several of

Personalize
It To A TEE!

- P Promote
your
business,
club or
organization
with
custom tees,
tanks, totes,
cups, pens
& more!

STORE HOURS
Monday-Friday 9am-5:30pm
Saturday 9am-2pm

154 South 1st 5t., Albemarle, NC
(704) 983-3274 ® www.vacanddash.com

its cars.

He also receives regular assistance from his 3-year-old son Kyrie, who
loves utilizing the water hose whenever his father is outside working. Har-
rison would love if his son inherited the same passion for working on cars
that he has.

“If it's something that he may love doing later on in life, he can learn
from his dad and he can take it on,” said Harrison, who has four children
and two stepchildren.

His hours often fluctuate depending on what shift he’s working at Mi-
chelin.

For more information, visit nextleveldetailing21.com. [S]

-

Bringing locally grown healthy and
affordable foods to Stanly County and the
greater Charlotte region.

33643 Old Salisbury Rd., Albemarle, NC 28001
(Across from Bethany Woods Nursing Home)

Mon-Wed 8 - 4:30 | Thurs-Fri8-6|Sat.9-5

FIMIYIR
HOME JUST

GOT EASIER

GROUP

Let The St. Germain Group
bring you HOME!

704.800.633]
& www.thestgermaingroup.net
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THE SUMMER STAGE AT JUNEBERRY RIDGE

vy

JUNE 11 JUNE 25 JULY 9 AUGUST 6 AUGUST 20
Time Jacob Forever Late Night The Barefoot Province
Sawyer Johnson Abbey Road Special Movement of Thieves

S CHED UL E

5-7PM: LAKEVIEW COCKTAILS
& FARM TOURS $10 OFF

6-9PM: CONCESSIONS OPEN $ SEA$ON PASS
(beer, wine, and food) ¢ - with code

7-9PM: HILLTOP CONCERT JAMSI10 O

No pets, no tents, no outside food or beverage. Bring your own chair or blanket. JUNEBERRY.COM/EVENTS




In the WingS

BY CHARLES CURCIO

eople take to the skies daily at the Stanly Coun-

ty Airport. Some travel in and out for business,

while others use the facility to train and earn a
pilot’s license.

One company at the airport uses new technology and
real life efforts to teach the pilots of tomorrow.

Pressley Aviation was formed in 1995 by Leighton
and Debbie Pressley to do just that. Leighton Pressley
is a certified flight instructor and has a team of pilots
teaching lessons.

A downgrade in the grading contractor business for
Pressley led him to start the school, having always loved
flying.

In his 26 years of teaching at the flight school, Press-
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ley said he has seen many chang-
es, including FAA rules and regu-
lations. Many changes came after
9-11.

Pressley Aviation features the
areas only full motion flight sim-
ulator, the DCMAX Pro.

John Cornell, one of the certi-
fied instructors and pilots work-
ing for Pressley, said business
slowed for just a month and a
half during the initial year of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

However, business picked up around May and June 2020.

Pressley said many students enter the school wanting to earn a
private pilot’s license, but the school offers training on more licenses
for commercial as well as being an instructor.

Cornell said most students, after getting their private license,
“keep flying for fun. Some want to buy their own airplanes.”

Few students, he added, go the whole route to become a working
airline pilot. Pressley noted his school is FAA certified, so anyone
with a license can come in and use a plane to do their own flight
instruction.

“The simulator does a lot for us. It
helps us a lot when weather is bad,”
Pressley said. “(The simulator) gets
people ahead of the airplane before
we actually get in the air.”

He said the simulator also saves the
school a significant amount of money
in insurance rates, aviation fuel and
mechanical costs.

Students also can save some cost of
their educations by using the simu-
lator.

The local Air National Guard post uses the simulator as well for a
great deal of training, Pressley said.

People wanting to learn to fly do not always know where to start,
Pressley said.

“The main thing is to come here and we'll point them in the right
direction,” Pressley said.

Pressley Aviation offers a $150 Discover Flight, which allows peo-
ple to go up in the air around Lake Tillery and see if learning to fly
is right for them.

The fee is good for two people, one flying and the other riding
along with the instructor. [S]
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(Growing sport

Drsc golf continues to see popularity increase in Stanly

BY CHARLES CURCIO

ith traditional golf courses like

Mountain Brook and the Stanly

County Country Club no longer
in operation, the popularity of disc golf has risen
in recent years.

Disc golf involves the same principles as reg-
ular golf, but players throw different types of
flying discs, similar to Frisbees, into large metal
baskets. The sport started around the 1960s and
grew a decade later when the inventor of the
Frisbee, Ed Headrick, left Wham-O to start the
first disc golf company.

The United States has the most disc golf
courses in the world (approximately 6,652), and
Stanly has five disc courses, four public (Fox
Chase, Oakboro District Park, City Lake Park
in Albemarle and Richfield’s Goose Landing)
and one private course, Hardaway Point in Ba-
din.

Albemarle has its own disc golf group, the Al-
bemarle Disc Golf Association (ADGA), which

conducts a league as well as tournaments which
draw in competitors from outside the county.

Many of those tournaments, including the Ice
Bowl each February, are played on the original,
and perhaps the most physically demanding of
the courses in Stanly, Fox Chase.

Within the boundaries of Chuck Morehead
Park and operated by Albemarle Parks and
Recreation, it is a championship-level 18-hole
course which requires golfers to walk over vari-
ous elevation changes.

The walking/running track which winds
its way through the woods of Morehead Park
has hosted many high school championship
cross-country meets and tests the fitness of golf-
ers and runners alike.

The Ice Bowl has challenged disc golfers to
play in cold conditions for 13 years.

The two-round, one-day PDGA-sanctioned
event has had golfers from amateur to profes-
sional levels compete in it.

Fox Chase ranks among the most challenging
courses in the state and beyond by several disc

golf websites.

According to Brent Thompson, president of
the ADGA, City Lake recently hosted an event
which had around 75 golfers.

City Lake was a nine-hole course, but several
years ago expanded to an 18-hole course. The
course has some open areas and forest holes with
elevation changes less severe than Fox Chase.

Oakboro District Park hosts many events by
the ADGA and others on an 18-hole course
which has less elevation changes and has pine
straw down on the fairways of some of the
course’s holes. The signature 17th hole had line
after line of trees with less that two feet between
each of them. Each hole from the two sets of
tees at Oakboro is a par 3 ending in a long par 4.

Goose Landing at Richfield Park, built in
2013, has multiple natural tees and also features
one thing many disc golf course do not: mul-
tiple water hazards which players have to play
shots over to continue their rounds.

The newest disc golf course is also a rarity in
the world of the growing sport: a private course.
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Daniel Diorio takes a shot during a round of disc
golf. (Photo by Charles Curcio/staff)
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< HARDWARE - LANDSCAPES]
' FARM SUPPLIES

A Full Line Hardware Store
and Much More!
Lawn & Garden | Landscape Supplies
Feed & Farm Supplles | Pet Supplles

Featuring: Antler-X-Treme Supplement Deer Feed

Banks Outdoors Products * Rutt Hutts Deer Blinds
Tactacam Reveal Cell Cams

201 S. Main St. Richfield, NC 28137
704-850-4161
M-F 7 am - 6 pm; Sat. 7 am - 3 pm; Closed Sunday
www.facebook.com/SouthernOutdoorsNC/

NOW OFFERING

Palliative Care

“Hospice of Stanly has added palliative
care options for the community.

Its a good fit for anyone who needs a
little help managing symptoms

of a serious illness.” =
- Ashley Wiltcher, NP

OSPICE

OF STANLY & THE UWHARRIE

To make a referral,

please call 704.983.4216
7 days/week
www.hospiceofstanly.org
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SURPASSING EXPECTATIONS WAS A GIVEN
OUR GOAL WAS TO

REDEFINE

Introducing the New Pro-Turn® 600, the latest
and greatest addition to our lineup of the
world’s greatest lawnmowers. We've pulled
out all the stops to build a commercial machine
focused on operator comfort without sacrificing
its superior performance. You'll cut more
acreage faster without the fatigue when you
trailer-up for the night. Once you hop on board
the new standard for commercial
mowers you'll never look back.

TO LEARN MORE

Pinkston's

Lavwn Mower
— Ssitce 7955 ——

401 W. South St.
Albemarle, NC 28001
(704) 986-0827

1127 Holly St.
Wadesboro, NC 28170
(704) 694-5053

www.pinkstonslawnmower.com (f)
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Frank Rivers takes in a disc golf outing with his grand-
son, Henry Rivers. (Photo by Charles Curcio/staff)

Hardaway Point Golf Course is built on a portion of the former Stan-
ly County Country Club and Badin Inn Golf Club.

Owners Vanessa Mullinix and Stephanie Owens, who also own the
1913 Badin Inn on the property, opened the course which was designed
by Bryon Carter of the Albemarle Disc Golf Association. The course
takes advantage of the former course’s fairways and elevations to chal-
lenge golfers for $5 per round.

Hardaway Point is open seven days a week, but also features a bar and
grill for golfers, which is open Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Plans for the course and the club include several tournaments as well
as adding a game room with a pool table, air hockey, video games and
more.

So why do disc golfers love the game so much? The reasons may be
surprising.

Thompson said he discoverd the sport after watching it on YouTube.
He then got a starter disc set to try it out.

“I love playing ball golf, but disc golf is something you can do for free
and get a workout at the same time. I was physically in better shape but
also having fun and enjoyed the challenge of learning how to get better
at the game,” Thompson said.

He said he soon discovered the ADGA and played league matches
“which developed lots of friendships and also entered a competitive side
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of the game to me. I soon started playing tour-
naments and now am a tournament director.”
To those thinking about joining the sport,
Thompson said disc golf “is a fun sport that is
growing rapidly and can be enjoyed at all levels,
whether it’s kids learning the game, a group of
buds hanging out and enjoying a casual round
or pros playing for cash. Stanly County has

some great courses that are highly rated and a
fun time.”

ADGA vice president Daniel Diorio said he
enjoys the camaraderie of playing the game.

“Ive met guys on the course and through the
sport that I wouldn’t have met otherwise. It’s
also strengthened existing friendships by giv-
ing us a reason to get together for a few hours a

week,” Diorio said.
Playing disc golf helps fuel his competitive
spirit, he said, as he ages out of other activities.
“League play and tournaments raise the stakes
of the game, and allow me to test my skills
against others. I went from baseball to adult
softball and now I use disc golf to exert myself,”

Diorio said. [S]
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